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Sir WILLIAM MEREDITH, Bar. 


2 1 6 writer of this [otter i is one of the Petitioning Clergy; 
whole cauſe you lately patronized in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. He acknowledges, with heart-felt gratitude, his 


obligations as an individual, for the zeal you ſhewed in its ſup- 


port : and is ſenſible how much the whole Aſſociation is indebted 
to you, for your conduct on that memorable night, when, with in⸗ 
vincible ſtrength of argument, and moſt perſuaſive eloquence, you 
maintained the unalienable right of your fellow - citizens to an un- 


limited exercife of Private Judgement in matters of a religious na- 


ture; and evinced the abſurdity as well as impiety, of requiring 


from the Public Teachers of the Goſpel, a fubſcribed declaration, 


expreſſive of the agreement of certain human formularies of faith 
and morals with the truths contained in aa . 1 


« & a 
- 


The queſtion was agirated for near alte holt urs „vin a Ade of . 


| fetioulics and attention Which ſuggeſted many pleafing reflections 
to to the friends of W and their” 1 oe And tar he 


con troverly- 
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controverſy v was not decided in our favour, yet, ſatisfied with reſpeck 

ts the juſtice of our cauſe, and determined to perſevere in it with that. 
decent firmneſs which accompanies ſuch conviction, we retired with: 
the pleaſing expectation, that your Houſe might, upon a reconſi- 
deration of the ſubject, grant us that redreſs, which will not be 
more acceptable to us as aggrieved individuals, than grateful on- 
account of the connection which we truſt will be found between 

our ſucceſs and the progreſs of that Goſpel, which, receiving with. 
willing hearts as the laſt; beſt gift of Heaven, we are ever ready;te 

- acknowledge, according to the Scripture-repreſentation of it, as 
the only Rule of Faith and Practice. 


I have no occaſion to inform you, that an opinion at one time 
prevailed, that our Petition was inadmiſſible, inaſmuch as it ap- 
| peared to ſtrike at a fundamental. article of the Union between the 
Engliſh and Scottiſh kingdoms. A poſition, which, when politi- 
cally conſidered, ſoon. fell before the weight of argument adduced. 

a gainſt it in the Houſe of Commons: and is liable. to ſtill ſtronger | | - 
objeftions in a moral view.: as, if ated under, it muſt for ever | 1 

preclude the minuteſt reformation, although the Legiſlature were 
convinced of its neceflity, and might eventually involve the whole 
collective Body of the People in the guilt of impious. and avowed 
rebellion againſt the Majeſty. of Heaven, ſhould it ever become 

| 2 general perſuaſion, that the Articles in queſtion are eſſentially at 

variance with the e word of God. 5 

. * 

=” The ground, « on which our facies. at firſt oppoſed. us, bein Z 

__ now eſteemed no longer tenable, we are informed, that we have. 

1 moſt to fear, from the prevalence of a perſuaſion, that ſome T, 

expreſſive of the ſenſe in which we underſtand the Scriptures, 

; hs to be required from the ue pu of the OY 

5 tha 
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that wine Bond or Center of union, efſengially am in this con- 
ſtitution of every Society We 1s. * nenen to the 
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With 4 unf e and pics to your N judge- 
ment, I beg leave to ſuggeſt ſome Hints to your conſideration, 
which, if purſued through all their conſequences, tend obvi- 
oully to fine this darling ing Fans of the Adverſaries * dur 
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- I requeſt,. however, that the ſentiments offered upon this 
Intereſting ſubje& may be eſteemed as the ſentiments of a ſingle 
Perſon, and not of the Aſſociation to which I have the honour to 
belong. If the Argument ſhall appear inconcluſive, the diſgrace 
will be, as indeed it ought to be, intirely my own; but if the 
Reflections ſhall prove of any real ſervice to the cauſe. of Pro- 
teſtantiſm, I ſhall rejoice in having, in the remoteſt manner, con- 

_ tributed to the ſucceſs of a deſign in which I am with denn and 


hand engaged. 


In the diſcuſſion of our 7 I will not conſider 805 Ow 
as forming a Corporation conſtituted for a merely Civil purpoſe— 
the Creature and the Servant of the State; becauſe I find that ſuch 
an Idea has been judged offenſive : I will adopt the opinion of the 
e 3 but will endeavour to uſe more POT in yy terms, 


2 


Theſe words, the Church of England, pro PE Y . 6gnify. the col» 


tne, baptized - into its communion, do not afterwards formally & 2 | 
diſſent from its eſtabliſhed doctrines, and 5 conform to its 1 


[eſtabliſhed diſeipline and worſhip, © | <3: m8 
1 1 Under 


1. 6. 


-+ Under this Idea, it might eafily be 8 that the 39 Articles 
of the Church of England cannot fotm the Bond or Center of 
union to its members; as- but an inconſiderable portion of the 
Engliſh people have ever ſubſcribed, or in any way aſſented to. 
theſe Articles, and a ill ſmaller mon can be laid mae 


G 
44 


= | The aſdrefad 1 1 irs 3 allo aſd to i the bee 
= Glergy of theſe kingdoms. But in ſtrict propriety of ſpeech. the 
_ eſtabliſhed Clergy, either collectively or. repreſentatively taken, do» 
5 not conſtitute the Church of England; but ſeparately * 
they are ae robes, OE. or Teachers in e Church. x 


us 


* 1 » 


7; CAD as out + Arte art Fi rnclined: to confider 
the Church as a ſet of Chriſtian Miniſters, aſſociated. for the! pur 
poſe of diffuſing the pure Religion of the Goſpel, voluntary in its: 
firſt formation, but at length on account of Public Utility allied 
to and ſupported. by the State, we will meet them on the ground. 
which themſelves have occupied, and accede to "a definition by: 
which TY n 6 determined to abide, 


'} 
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| To the Win be and continuance of ſuch a Seeineh ſome Bondi 
or Center of union is required. This Poſition . Dr. Tucker, ir 
allo wech an its unlimited exten. 
rn. 20505: Nein 20 372 | 25 12 FER 6+ 7 bb: © 11. 


3 But a queſtion ariſes. concerning the nature of this Bond F..3 


union. inn ren indeed We {hal differ very widely. inn 
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the church, in . the Auen of the Right and Expediency 
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er Subſeiptions/ is to be tried; — be tod — 
maxims adopted in all ſocieties whatever; thoſe maxims I meam 
which, being che reſult of human wiſdom, fürniſh the Membern 
of each wee ration with che means of drt the * 1 
its eee ei e 47 en r 


A nütenber ſh men, defirous of een ing ae pee off 
acknowledged imiportance; combine themſelves into xi Society, iin 
order that united wiſdom and firength may produce, what d the drag 
and power of them ſingly, weld not be able to rb 


39 1421 15 ' 2117 111 (ff 29290 2 


In ſuch a caſe, the end and deügn of tlie afociation ſhould be 
expreſſed in terms the moſt perſpieuous and preciſe, which human 
Ihnguage can afford # as every perſon. of a Society merely voluntary, 
who forms not a juſt and accurate conception of its deſign, e 


nominally a member, or, in other words, no member _ 
3 26 Ea cart dh toren lone] nt Rath, fig die 8 
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Let us, for inſtance, fuppoſe that a ſet of gentlemen: Bien for 
the purpoſe of promoting philoſophical Enquiry.. 'To inform the: 
minds of men in every well-authenticated philoſophic fact to en- 
Jarge the ſphere of human comprehenſion with reſp to the knen 
ledge'of nature n _— n N be the Ent or Dh af 
II" 1004.05 oto]triq ted in cart s N 
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This defipn ſhould de expreſſed in terms > Ges that each pers 

ſon might perceive,. that upon admiſſion he laid himſeif under an 
obligation to join with his aſſociates in promoting to the utmoſt ” 
bis ability the ſtudy of Philoſophy, and in diffuſing the light of 
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Tet Nen derber ;preciſion is neceſſary in -ourſentuirgi: Though. 3 
perfect comprehenſion; be acquired · of the Defignof the Society, yet 
it is te be conſidered that. its :Dofign isinot the fame, and therefore 
Þy Nocmeans-to be confounded with its Bond of union, or with 
thoſe Rules of conduct by which it hopes to accompliſh its Deſign. . 


% ArBand of union, hen taken from its primary ſignifleatien of a 
ond unitinge things material, and applied to Ratiqnal Beings, is 
tuſed:to denote, that Principle which connects them cloſely with 
each other, and obliges them to concur in endeavouring | the 
ant of their e 
Cͥͤ 7—ð5»wj 2dr to ngftb bg bong 9dr. joe 8 foot ri 
unn the; preſent * it muſt ani a gelen V obligation or 
engagement, entered into by the contracting Parties, under the 
furfeiture of Honour or of Subſtance, honeſtly ' and faithfully to 
diſcharge the various truſts which may be repoſed in them; and to 
promote by all juſt and legal e the laudable End of their 
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The „ he members, may beſt. promote this 
nd, muſt be left to be ſuggeſted by individuals, and decided upon 
ye the Society, as exigencies demand. As in the caſe before us, 
doubts may ariſe whether philoſophic knowledge may be 'beft pro- 
moted by the uſe of the Synthetic or Analytic method of inſtruc- 
tion. Or, a queſtion may be moved, whether there is not a 
probability that its bounds will be more enlarged by propoſing 
Premiums, without any limitation whatſoever, as incentives to in- 
Auf and invention in every branch of uſeful ſcience, than: by 
expending an equal ſum in inculcating What is already ſuppoſed to 
be diſcovered, under the immediate view of Perſons apeinted by 
che Society itſelf. -< 

2 | The 


* #, 

:. The modes of procedure embraced by the Society, in conſequerice 
of the diſcuffion of ſuch Queſtions, form its Reſolutions; which 
are carefully to be diſtinguiſhed from its main Dejgn and Bond of 
union. Its Nęſolutiont may be changed at pleaſure But While its 
Defign remains the ſame, and its Bond of union firm and unſſia . 
ken, on account of the untainted Honour of its members, the 
Society will ſtill ſubſiſt, and from ſuch changes: dare drive an 
HOO 2 unn eee and ee 57 20 mi ND 
wes. 201 4 nn amg 

"ap us now Gaſs diver this: dockevey at a certaitr eric; either 
apprehenſive of the power of enemies intereſted in its deſtruction, 
or deſirous of extending its influence, ſhould apply to. Patliament 
for aſſiſtance and ſupport; or that the King of his oαn mere mo- 
tion ſhould grant a charter, with ſuch privileges and immunities, 
as may enable the aſſociated members with nn _— to accoame 


pliſh their deſign. . offs 


As the parties concerned in the donation of authority or ſubſtance: 


have a right of defining the conditions on which they grant thein 
favors, it is probable; that upon the grant of ſuch: patronage, the 


King or Parliament would found a claim of adviſing, and in ſome 


inſtances of directing, the meaſures proper to be purſued. But this 


interference could work: no alteration» either in the Defgn- of the 

Society or the nature of its Bond. Nay, ſhould any caſe ariſe 
vherein ſuch interference appeared to the members ſubverſive of 
the Society's defign, they would be guilty of a breach of their 
Bond of union, it they did not humbly remonſtrate againſt the im- 


poſition: but in every inftance where the meaſure adviſed does not. 


run counter to the grand purpoſe of the aſſociation, nor lays the 


members under a temptation to deſert their. charge, they are juſti 
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fred in ſubmitting to any regulations, propofed by a power from 

whence the RET derives Authority, Dignity, and Support. 
20. e 2:15.18 Vo 16K ein. een od 0h wind ny: 

he Othegtiocs of Prejudice. will l ta operate, e 

__ Jafbencteintiendedaoks drawn from the preceding Reflections can 

n longer be concealed. We will therefore change at once the 
ahject of our conſiderations, by the ſubſtitution. of a ſingle word ;. 
and inſtead of repreſetiting the cafe of a Society formed for the pur- 
poſe of advancing Philoſophical Knowledge, ſuppoſe it to be * 
tuted with an * e and We Feber Taub. 


jqT 


| * | wi. N | 


litt 1 1 6% 


Each zeidividuad, "in; is ene er "nt i in his power 
by various ways to: promote either the knowledge or the practice of 


ny da a with till greater efficacy, if ha «Bc jo an NEG. 
= whoare ey inclined with himſelf. Hb 11589 cf 


» An. Aﬀſogiation is n Fomned with a proſeſſed intention of 


protagtipg the knowledge and practice of Chriſtianity, by the Per- 
foal Jabours of. the an who. e frond time to time come 
pail Ea ER Muirbe 1e ills * 1 | 6} 1 „Ne. 1 
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un | POL e 
- The information bd emen ** our e the. en 
principles of: Clriſtian Knowledge, aud the ad vanchment: of the 
f cauſe of . ne ee the ay gent * d er of 
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: ebe . of this eee montaver - bind themſclres uy a 

Aale mm engagement never ta al or to defert: their truſt; but, 
onuthe gontrary, to promote the laudable purpoſe: of their inſtitu - 
man to the utmoſt, extent of their abilities and power, 


175 | They 


| 


thei Religion of Jeſus. / But if is very rationally concluded that he 


/ 


19 1 


They engage, for inſtance, at the altar of God *, and in the 
hearing of his Congregation, to be diligent in the ſtudy of all 
 facred learning, in order that they may be able rightly to divide 
the word of God, watt Weng Powers nl ame 9 +: 

On it to the "_ 5 60 | 


2 30 213 4 


- They profeſs that ſhi vil ue vo valley m private mo-. 5 
nitions, as well to the ſick as to the whole within er cafe; | 
As nerd ſhall bow and occaſion Gali * gteccf > Horn 200” 
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| - They en ths wank will be diligent to frame both them 
ſelves and families according to the doctrine of the Goſpel, and 
to make both themſelves, and thoſe, with whom they ſhall e in ; 
any way connected, as much as in them _ wholeſome ex | 
— AEST wie of 3 A ad SES 8 
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This En gagement, viz. an W to he MP fincers, 
and zealous in the execution of their charge, may with the ut 
moſt propriety be laid to conſtitute their Sacramentum, or their 

Bond of union. ou Done io bo 4 C264 gebn ont ohe 
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Our next enquiry ud "Ol concerning the en which hich 1 
— Society embraces, in the various periods of its exiſt- 4 
ence — concerning thoſe Maximt, and Rules of conduct, by the w_— 
help of which, it is enabled to effect its a & DOU LQUEN#--> 


Theſe Meaſures and Maxims muſt be various, according to 
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they various nee e of the times. 00/9 ee WW 
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1 ges — propoſed to the Candidates for the Prithood, mne "16 
Ordination.. 
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1 
At may poſſihly appear an adviſeable megſure in the Society 
+ ſet apart a certain portion of their common ſtock, as a 


fund fon the education of youth in ſuch ſtudies, as may beſt pre- 
dae them. for the due diſcharge of end F unctions. 


4 
» 


The mode of this Education—the nature = hi Qualifications 
forthe. migiſicy—rand: the. manner of aſcertaining the knowledge 
and. normal character of, the Candidates, are conſiderations of 
the utmoſt conſequenet #.and.therefote ſhould: be ſubmitted to 
the management of thoſe members in the W who are 
eminent for Abilities, Erohitys and n 
Doe eie ul lo smn Ain. 
ei As e that the ag tags in thi mae are in 
their own. minds perſuaded, that the Religion: of the Goſpel 
came pure and perfect from the Perſons who were divinely com- 
miſſioned to declare it to the world, it is to be imagined, that 
they. will recommend ſuch a courſe of ſtudy, and propoſe ſuch 
Regulations, as may tend to exhibit the Revelation of Heaven 
pure and uncorrupted to their fellow creatures. Fhey will be 
induced to adopt ſuch a mode of conduct, not only upen an 
Idea of the beneficial tendencies of Truth, conſidered without 
gelation to its author, but alſo. upon the full conviction, that 
this Religion. contains promiſes, the accompliſhment. of which 
can only be expected upon the. performance of thoſe conditions, 
which God and not Man hath! propoſed: to our obſervance, | 


a Hint is ſuggeſted. by ſome: Individuals, that Subſcription. 


to a ſet of doctrines, eſpouſed by men of acknowledged. Probity 
and Learning, and by them maintained to be Seripture doctrines, 


may greatly promote the end the Society has in view, viz. the 
ee of the Goſpel in its primzyal purity. And in ſup- 


4 pan: 
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port of this opinion it is urged, that, on account * the united 
wiſdom of the Society being employ ed in the fabfication' bf 
ſuch Artieles or Formularies of Faith and Doctrine, the know. 
ledge of the Goſpel might be more promoted, by the fubniiMoh 
of the Preacher to ſuch a Directory, than if he were indulged in 
the unlimited power of declaring to the People, whatever docs 
trines himfelf ſhall be FORE) are wem in che books of 


bay y 77 co 


Hy Wim 7 1 


A moment's conſideration ſhews that che Queſtion, as now 
ſtated, is merely a Queſtion of Expediency. It does not fm. 
diately, but only in its conſequences, affect the defigh' of the $6- 
ciety, nor does it in 5 remoteft manner alter Weak nature 61 ts 


prves of | 
But the xpedicncy of ſuch a en may be chunt wee 
ed. And indeed it has been frequently and ably ſhew, that 
ir directly tends to ſubſtitute, both in this mind of the Preacher 
and of thoſe who hear him, the precarious dodtines" arid invent 
tions of men, in the place of that word which God revealed 
That if ſuch Subfcription be abſolute, it precludes the exerciſe 
of private Judgement, and deprives us of thoſe advantages which 
may be the refult of more cateful enquiry, or the produce of the 
labour of maturer years — That if the chiblurentr, which are 
allotted as ſtipendiary conſiderations for our miniſterial ſervices, 
cannot be enjoyed without fuch Subfcriptions, the proſpect of 
the advantage wilt be a temptation fo infincerity and prevaries- 
tion to thofe perſons, who in Honour, honeſty, and every kind 
of virtue, ſhould be enfamples of their flock That if the terms, 
in which the Subſcription be made, are ambigious, or imply a 


certain limitation, fach Subſcription will be either nugatory or 
C 2 enſnaring 


1 


 enſragings—=That, a Subſcription to Human Articles, ſo far forth 
asg they are agreeable to the word of God, is in fact no Subſcrip- 
tion at ali — And that every lawful end, propoſed by ſuch Expe- 
dients, may be effected by a Subſcription to the Scriptures; the 
only meaſure of this kind worthy of being adopted in a Society, 
which is diſtinguiſhed from ſome others by an opinion, that the 


eanonical books of the Old and New Teſtament are a ſufficient | 


— 


Rule of Chriſtian Faith and Practice. N (1 
The danger therefore of Prevarication in wt to ſuch Sub- 
ſeription - the limitation of the exerciſe of private Judgement, 

from whence ſuch beneficial conſequences have always flowed— 
the too. probable increaſe of that intolerant ſpirit, , which pre- 
vails more or leſs in almoſt every Society of a religious nature, 

and muſt be nouriſhed by any extraordinary inſtance of reſpect 
which is paid. to opinions. merely human—the: difficulty of ob- 
taining. a Review of doctrines, however pal pable their abſurdity, 
when they have once got within the pale of an Eſtabliſhment— 
ſhould induce the Society to reject a meaſure, which, were it to 
be ſuppoſed chat the doctrines in queſtion could accord with the 
general ſentiments of its preſent members, might till diſtreſs | 
ſucceeding, generations—may eventually defeat the very defign 
of the Society's inſtitution—or even render worſe than uſeleſs the 
bor of, the Pn who compoſe "; | 

20 But 1 gut again aſſert, chat ner a en in opinion with 

reſpect to Articles of Faith and Doctrine, nor ſubſcription to 
them, were it invariably inſiſted upon by the Society on admiſſion, 
and. every other extraordinary occaſion, can with propriety be 
faid: to conſtitute its Bond of union. Such Bond, like the Sa- 
cramentum of the Roman Holler, or of the early Chriſtians, ac- 

. . cording 


”" 3... 
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% 
cording to/Pliny's delineation of their conſtitution, can only be 
interpreted, as a Security for the conſtancy, fidelity, and other 
moral virtues, of the perſon. who accedes to it—an aſſurance of 


his ſtedfaſt purpoſe to promote the Chriſtian cauſe ; and there- 


fore ought not to. be confounded with ny raten meaſure of 
pn OTE OT eee | 


e on een may 10 the We * the 8 e en 
ther it adviſes or preſcribes ſubmiſſion to the Scripture only—a 


deference to tradition—a- ſubſcription to a ſet of Articles expla- 


natory of Scripture: it 1s my firm perſuaſion, that ſuch ſubmiſ- 
fon, ſuch deference, or ſuch ſubſcription, however recommend- 


ed or enforced, forms not, as our adverſaries would inſinuate, the 


Bond or Center of its union. * TITLES. 


And * Subſcription to the 39 Articles is not conſidered in 
this light by the laws and canons of our Church, is, I think, 
apparent from the following intereſting fact. 


The Biſhops at their conſecration lay themſelves under a ſo- 
lemn obligation faithfully to diſcharge the functions of their 
office; but they do not again ſubſcribe the Articles in queſtion; 
or in other words, the Rulers and Governors of the Society, who, 
in conſequence of their extenſive influence, are moſt able to de- 
feat its deſign, and in conſequence of their more frequent inter- 
courſe with the powers of the world are under a ſtronger temp- 
tation than any of their Brethren, to proſtitute that influence to 
unworthy purpoſes, enter upon their important truſt, without 
being called e to declare their deen of what is termed 
* Bond. i Wien 37 03 anna | 
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ST it be pleaded, that they a mm have ſubſcrided thels 
| Articles 
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Axticles before their elevation; it is anſwered, that if a ſingle Sub- 
ſeription be ſufficient, it is abſurd to require a reiteration of, this 
ſecurity from every other Clergyman upon; appointment to a be- 
neſice, or elevation to a poſt of dignity and power. If in defence 
of ſuch requiſition it is urged, that upon entrance into office, the 
perſon intruſted with a charge ſhould openly declare, that his ſen- 
timents, with reſpe& to doctrine, are the ſame, as when he firſt 
ſubſcribed, there is a greater propriety ſurely in His giving this 
ſecurity when raiſed to the height of Eccleſtaſtical Authority. 
Upon entrance into a Civil Office, we are careful to remind each 
candidate. for inferior honours and diſtinctions of the nature of 
his truſt, We negle& not alſo to exact ſtill more expreſs aſſu- 
rances of fidelity and attachment to the eſſentials of a. Conſtitu- 
tion, from him, who, once a Subject, is become a King. A conclu- 
ſion follows of the moſt important kind. Either the Articles of 
the Church of England are not to be conſidered, as forming the 
Eſſence of our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, or upon the idea, that 
a reiterated Subſcription: to them is with propriety required, the 
Biſhops ſhould by no means be excuſed. 


I ſhall now enquire what alterations would enſue, in caſe the 
King or Parliament ſhould be induced to lend theit awful name 
and ſanctions, and thus end to the Society tg: . of an 
external ſtrength. | | 


50 os the fir place it is clear, that the interference of Parliament 
will not alter the nature of the Society's Defign. The Society 
was inſtituted with a view to promote the knowledge and the 
practice of: the Goſpel. Parliament, ſenfible of the great advan- 
tage which may be derived to the community from ſuch know- 
ledge, and ſuch practice, arms its members with a power, and 
_— them with an : influence ſuperior to what they before en- 

1 joyed. 


Nn 
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joyed. But although, from the ſupport communicated to the 

Society by a donation- of temporal poſſeſſions, or the grant of 
excluſive privileges, a right be confeſſedly gained to Parliament, 
of directing its meaſures, and recommending Rules and Orders 
to its obſervance, yet Parliament cannot, without the greateſt 
injuſtice and impiety, preſcribe ſuch Rules of Actions, as obvi- 
ouſly ĩmpede the progreſs of that knowledge, which the Society 
was inſtituted. to promote; and therefore, if, through the con- 
nivance or neglect of former Guardians of the State, any devia- 
tion from the original intention of the Society ſhould have re- 
ceived the temporary ſanction of the Legiſlature, a ſucceeding 
Legiſlature ſhould attend to every juſt remonſtrance, which points 
out ſuch deviation, and by one deciſive law bring back the eccle- 
fiaſtical — to its ee ſimplicity of purpoſe. 


Dad bl will * lad to- ſack. a lente upon this 
further conſideration; that, as the only reaſon to be aſſigned for 
its interference is a perſuaſion, that from the knowledge and 
the practice of the Goſpel a bleſſing will be derived upon the 
people, this expectation will be ſurely fruſtrated, if the public 
treaſure be expended in ſupport of a Religion merely human, in 
fupport of doctrines drawn up . in diametric Wen 
to the Word of God. 


* if the es of Parliament onalic not to WP am 
alteration. on the Society's Defgn, not all: the Parliaments in 
Europe can eſſect an alteration. in its Bond. Laws may injoin: 
the form: of words in which the obligation is. exprefled x may 
preſcribe the ceremonies with Which it is declared; but its in- 
trinſic nature is not altered by theſe contingent circumſtances. 


its cfſence muſt canfiſt in an er anime declaration, that the 
admitted 
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admitted member will labour to promote the grand Dein of 
the Society, viz. the knowledge and 1 Eren of * Goſpel, 
with' un n "and oak; Ant: a ion iong Wal 
"m_ 7 Reitt ei HA eis 217 ee 
— notwithſtanding the -initerdereines which Is now ſup- 
poſed, it may b& proper, that the Society, with reſpect to many 
of its meaſures, ſhould be left to be guided by its own diſ- 
cretion. And this upon the idea that it is below the dignity 
of Legiſlature to direct all the movements of each ſubordinate 
corporation. And therefore the Society, or its Rulers, as long 
as the civil rights of the ſubject are not invaded by their pri- 
vate reſolutions, will probably be indulged in preſcribing the 
means of aſcertaining the quantity of knowledge, and moral qua- 
lifications, of aſpirants to the Miniſtry. But it ſhould always be 
with this expreſs limitation, that they preſume not to preſeribe 
any other qualifications as eſſential requiſites for admiſſion, ex- 
cept competency of learning, and proper teſtimonial of the mo- 
rals of the candidate. His declaration of his intention to pro- 3 
mote the deſign of the Society, and expreſſed reſolution of ſub- 
mitting to its juſt and legal diſcipline, is the only ſecurity 
q | he can give with honour, is the only ſecurity mee the Rulers 
1 of the Church ſhould be authorized to W 
Vet ſad experience ſhews, that, in conſequence af the uni- 
verſal appetite for dominion, ſo apparent in the human ſpecies, 
the Governors in this Clerical Society will from time be induced 
to ſtep beyond the line of lawful power: and will labour to impoſe 
their own interpretations and opinions upon ſucceeding mem- 
bers of the Society, inſtead of ſimply enjoining them to pro- 
mote the” nobler purpoſe of its inſtitution. Such innovatiant, 
however, ſhould be attended to and oppoſed in their earlieſt rife ; 
and 


tm 1 
nad, whenever 2 bs corrected by the aid of Parliamen- 


tary viſitation. Otherwiſe they may gain ſuch ſtrength as to bes 
come incorporated with every act of the Society, until at len gh, 
ſuch is the natural progreſs of religious deſpotiſm, they are. eſta» 
bliſhed, as we this day deplore, by the force of laws. Nay, 
are even conſidered as fundamental Principles, in treaties and 
enten barern states. 
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The non refle&ions "nk a add to ML Miniſters of 
the Church of England, ſo far as they are conſidered in the light 
of licenſed Preachers of the Goſpel. The concluſions which 
flow from them I wall repeat once more. a ien 


F irſt. The as of. hol: | hone, which are con- 
tained in Articles and Confeſſions framed by man's device, can- 
not with decency. be ſuppoſed to be the avowed deſign of any 
religious Proteſtant Society, further than ſuch Articles agree with 
the written word of God. And therefore the promoting the 
knowledge and practice of that word, independent of its har- 
mony with any ſyſtem of opinions whatſoever, is, or ought. to 
be, the great, and indeed the only, aim of the ee Clergy 
of this kingdom. IT, init en Ai 


? Secoridly. No Articles or Confeſſion of Faith whatever, whether 
conceived in human or even ſcriptural terms, can be the Bond or 
Center of union to a Society of Chriſtian Miniſters, | Their only 
Bond muſt be, an obligation, faithfully, reſolutely, and zealouſ- 
ly, to promote the knowledge of God's Law to the beſt of their 
underſtanding and ability - to exert each faculty in the inveſti - 
gation of his will, and every power of perſuaſion in mene 


the practice of a ig their Hearse ·ᷣ * f 125 Gs 
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And Thirdly. Although it is allowed, that in every Society; 
whether ſupported. by private contributions or parliamentary pa- 
. there is veſted ſomewhere a right of defining the condi- 
tions, upon the performance of which, its acting members ſhall: 
become intitleÞ to-thoſe-emoJuments,which are allowed as ſtipen- 
diary conſiderations for: its ſetvices z yet, it muſt be both abſurd: 
and iniquitous in this Society, to preſcribe ſuch meaſures of con- 
duct, as tend to defeat the very end of its inſtitution; and if its 
avowed purpoſe be te promote Ch riſtian knowledge and Chriſtian 
practice; that is to ſay, to promote the progreſs of a Religion 
confeſſedly divine, nothing ſurely can be more impious, and more 
immediately ſubverſive of its deſign, than to require from each 
candidate for admiflion an ex. anime aſſent to a ſet of Articles, 
expreſſive of the ſenſe of one particular ſect or age: as ſuch- 
meaſure muſt unavoidably. perpetuate thoſe traditional errors, 
which the Society was inſtituted to-remove ;. and inſtead of dif- 


fuſing Goſpel Light, may ſpread one uniform gloom of intellec- 
| ma and moral darkneſs over W ſucceedin 8 Ot apy 


In this enquiry. into hs nh and ali of requiring Sub- 
ſeriptions from a national Clergy, I have conſidered them as form-- 
ing a diſtinct corporation from that general aſſemhly, in. which: 
they are appointed to. miniſter; and therefore by no means as 
poſſeſſed of an excluſive title to the name and privileges of the: 
Engiiſbd Church. The Clergy. indeed have frequently been eon- 

ſidered as the Chureh of England, but I think erroneouſly ;: 
Clergymen, ſingly taken, are only licenſed: Preachers, and per- 
ſons who hold ſome poſt or ſacerdotal office in the Church and, 
collectively conſidered, form nothing more than a particular cor- 
poration, endowed with ſuch emoluments and privileges, as are 


moſt * to render them, of gamer uſe.. A. Chriſtian. — | 


in 
| — 
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in anne, and" indeed in common acceptation, is ah alfetubly | 
of perſons met together for the purpoſe of expreſſing the reli» 
gious affections of their hearts to the Almighty, and of impros 
ving in the knowledge of his will as revealed by his Son. Every 
Society which conſiſts of perſons who believe in the divine miſs 
Lon of Jeſus, and meet together for the aforeſaid purpoſes, is a 
Chriſtian Church. Under this idea, the paſtor and the flock are 
abſolutely upon a level, and jointly may decree thoſe rites and 
ceremonies, which they from time to time ſhall judge will tend 
moſt to edification - may enact whatever regulations they think 
proper, provided they do not treſpaſs on the temporal property, 
or civil liberty of the ſubject, nor claim to themſelves, or to 
their paſtors, whether congregated by Prelates, Popes, or Kings ; 
the exerciſe of an authority in controverſies. of Faith, I will furs 
ther obſerve, that whatever be the internal polity of a Church 
 profeſiing faith in Chriſt, its lay members are guilty of the great- 
eft ' folly, provided they be really deſirous of improvement 
in God's word, if, by the requiſition of any explanatory Articles 
whatever, they lay their Lecturers under a temptation of declax 
ring from the, pulpit," other doctrines, than what ſuch Lecturers 
thall themſelves be perſuaded are ſtrictly agreeable to the word 
of God, They ſhould rather bind them by. the ſtrongeſt obliga - 
tions to utter nothing except what they are convinced is conform. 
able to eternal truth. The advantage of ſuch conduct would 
ſaan diſcloſe itſelf, in the / improved oh dd and r | 
r CONrIe nor ET 1D V 31,0 380 
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may be formed into one collective whole. 
D 2 | But 


. 26 J 
But the conſideration of this ſubject is not immediately con- 
nected with my preſent purpoſe; which is only to ſhew, that ſub 
feription to a ſyſtematical confeſſion of faith and doctrine; ex- 
preſſive of the ſuppoſed ſenſe of Scripture, cannot with propꝛi- 
_ ety be inſiſted upon from the members of a clerical eſtabliſhment, 
provided the avowed purpoſe of their aſſociation he, the informa- 
tion and improvement of their fellow creatures inChriſtian know- 
ledge, and in Chriſtian practice. And that it would be highly 
abſurd to conſider ſuch Articles'or ſuch Subſcription; 1 were'the'So- 


eiety to adopt the practice from a perſuaſion of its ns. c 0 
as eas Bond 27 union to its members. W e 


a 
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I (halt onhy bez leave to hint, that, if the 39 Articles: of 
the Church of England be ſaid to form the Bond and Center 
of union to that mixed multitude, who, with the moſt diſ- 
| cordant opinions that ean poſſibly be conceived, are or have 
been denominated: her ſons, à eontrovuerſialiſt en this ſub- 
ject may deny the fact . For, in the firſt place, if every 
perſon who by baptiſm. is admitted into her communion, is 
to be eſteemed of that number, the Apeftlè Creed is the pre- 


Fo fent Bond of union, as that i is- che real pp into. which 
we are all e | | 


In te next Phe, if no wether is / intitle to | this . 
tion of a Church of England man, who has not given. an un- 
| equivocal. evidence of his. aſſent to the doctrine which theſe 
Articles contain, eur Church would be in a manner reduced: 
wa * by the introduction of a Bond of: union _ A: 


1 Ser an admirable letter, direfted to the Aſſociation at. che bete, pin" an, 0¹ . 
Man, in the London Evening Poſt of Aug. 13 ; where this idea is inne on, though i in. 
fe words, yet in the moſt maſterly and deciſive manner. 


nature 


nature ſo complicated and myſterious, as muſt infallibly ex- 
| clude an inconceivable majority from the rights of commu- 
nion, who in other reſpects might approve themſelves n 
and 1 colſcientioris members of our wa e 170 
vi Could I dense weed to the Dean us Glouceſter $ * 
poſition, I ſhould ſtill maintain, that the preſent Articles ſnould 
be utterly rejected. A Bond of union, which is to ſerve for ſix 
millions of people, ſhould be plain and ſimple. No abſtruſe 
_ definitions ſhould enter into its contexture. It ſhould be marked 
by a preciſion ſufficient to diſcriminate the Society from thoſe 
communities, which either deny all Revelation, or reject that 
which we admit: yet at the ſame time fo general, as not to 
exclude anx man, profeſſing Faith in Chriſt, who, approring our 
forms of diſeipline; and mode of worſhip, is defirous of joining 
in adoration with ag and mart þ ag 1 ( for his be PRE de 
meanour. 2 
1 woe 400 en ieee od Myon dene ee 
| thy own wete I petinpttlais PIR to propoſ#% Bond 6f R 
ions Union, in Dr. Tucker $' ſenſe of the expreſſion, ri this 
great nation, I ſhould-approve- of that which in the caſe of - 
Diſſenting Miniſters was lately patronized by your Houſe: + Let 
us: be united in a profeſſion, that the Seripturet . a: 
1 Revelation 'of the ill of God; und that we are content to tat 
<, them as- 4 fi ficient Rule of Faith and Practice. In fucks a 
caſe we ſhalh certainly all be Chriftians = and a8 the negative of 
the latter part of the- aforeſaid declaration is the fundamental. 
Principle of that Religious Society, from which we Profeſs and 
mould ever with to be disjoinedz we ſhall/ alſo then be Pv. 
teflants. And indeed have no claim to the title of which we be- 
ö _—_ ſo provdly "ne unleſs ye dite the authority of 
s mam 
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man in religious matters, m a manner as arab as that n 
which eee kn fre $: pip Alan co el ge 20d: 
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From what has bern urged $the preceding pages, one paint 
at leaſt, I think, may be clearly proved, v/z. that in order to 


form a juſt and accurate conception of the Queſtion, which now 
divides this nation, we ſhould confider the Clergy, of this king- 
dom, as a corporation of men intirely diſtinct from the national 
Church in which, they miniſter, and of which they only form an 
inconfiderable . patt. The end and deſign, of theſe Societies 
their Bonds. of Union — their internal Polity their Meaſures, and 
their Reſolutions, are eſſentially to be bes: from, m_ 
other, and ſhould, not rere pe Maude: 11 
10 ivo tler in ni ti, 8 i 
dhe abſurdity of the Magn, or ” heir, Sa with. te 
a5 d'of pere not infiſted upon in the late Petition; and 
this, becauſe, as has often indeed been ably ſhewn, an entrance 
1 into ſuch a controverſy would be a departure from our proper 
, Queftions un adyeriarigs, indeed have gſten rndeavgured,! by 
= - their Publigations, 49; engage ug in ſuch unedifying diſputes! 
Nays haye.cyen called upon us c0 give a Confeſſion of our on. 
But instead of pointing out, thoſe ,incanfltencies which, alas, 
areſhut: tog. aphatent in our xcligious; Rem, ,we; cſterm:it-rhore 
conſiftonts. as, menghers. of an Efabliſhment,\ Wich claims the 
neuf roteſignts ty xemonhirate againſt the,jnypoition af enery 
Teligigus formmlary of man's device, qxplanatory of the words 
and ſenfe f Senipturg c And we maintain, as the: fundanicatal | 
Pringiplę of the geefent application, that the (curity required ef 
every xięſtigt ih timqꝛof or dination. is tho only teſt of ottho · 
dexꝝy whicha roteſtant 1 & Prateſtant 
Nan with any waßlbe pen en i 0: ane 
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With teſpect to Kütiinehts upon the Didkenter «ck; as 
Ultinguithed from ours, I ſhall- fay but little on the ſubeck. 
Jam an advocate for Toleration—and think, that the diſſent- 
ig Clergy of this age, on account of their general detnean- 

our, whether conſidered in a civil or religious . view, - have- 
every claim to favonr, and ought to be immediafely adthitted 
to the enjoyment of their right... As interpreters of Scripture, 
1 honour and revere mary of them; yet, with all my partiality 
to their perſons, and their cauſe, I can by no means approve f 
every part of their conduct in their late attempt to be teleafed from 
the impoſition, of which we both complain®; nor of the reaſbns 
whereby they endeavour to evince their fuperior right to be re- 
Heved. The arguments drawn from tlie neceſſity of preſeruitig the 
Peace of the community, which it has been objected may be affect 
ed by the granting of our Prayer, if there be any weight in them, 
conclude with equal ſtrength againſt us both. Nor can I fee that 
the fingle circumſtance of a greater or a leſs endowment can work 
an eſſential difference in our reſpectire claims. The further 2 
greſs of the Goſpel the good of the Community, are great, are 
glorious objects: both the Diſſenters and ourſelves: profeſs, we: 
have theſe 'common. points in view. Let 'us labour Wette N 
to convince our fellow- citizens, by our diſintereſted, manly, ge 
nerous, and conſiſtent conduct, that we chiefly wiſni, that un- 
affected piety, ſtrict morality, unſullied honour, every privats,, 
every public virtue, the genuine fruits of Copel gy 


br Ee; provell. 
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dees "this to ths ell bi. Kippis, in dle London Chronicle of the Itch of 
Auguſt. From whence it. may be collected, that, if a perſect Toleration be granted to the 
Proteſtant Diſfenters, an exemption from Subſcription to human formularies, may with» 
oven greater conſiſtency be demanded. for the Clergy of the eltabliſhed Ch areb. * 
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here is one point more on which I could expatiate; but your 
own reflections will anticipate, whatever I can ſay. I mean the 
affair of Academical Subſcriptions. The Univerſity. of Cam- 
bridge hath, in the caſe of the firſt degree in Arts, on account of 
the plea of youth, lately ſubſtituted the following Declaration in 
the room of the old Subſcription, viz. I do. bond fide declare, I 
am à member of the Church of England as by law eftab/ifhed : 
but ſhould not the reverend, gentlemen have conſidered, that 
many of our youth are, by privilege annexed to noble Birth, 
Allowed to take a Maſter of Arts degree, at tuo years ſtanding; "Y 
whereas the perſons they have affe#ed to relieve, with a view of 
ſcreening themſelves from Parliamentary enquiry, muſt neceſſa- 
rily reſide till they have nearly compleated four ? Why ſhould 
the Batchelors of Muſic, of Phyſic, and of Law, be bound to the 
ancient formulary, and the Batchelor of Arts alone releaſed? the 
plea of danger to the conſtitution of the Univerſity will not 
avail the opponents of Mr. Tyrwhitt's generous propoſal. Such 
graduates will not be intitled, by the requeſted indulgence, to a 
vote in the Cambridge ſenate, or to any authority which may 
render them formidable to the Church. Heſides, the idea on 
| which the oppoſition to the ſentiments of your Houſe, ſo explicit- 

| 1y declared on the 6th of laſt February, is founded, is exception- 
able and illiberal throughout. Degrees, are. the teſtimonies and 
rewards of literary merit; and ſhould therefore lie open to 
every ſon of ſcience, without diſtinction of party, ſect, or nation. 
They are eſſential requiſites, i in many inſtances, to the enjoyment 
of honours and emoluments in the liberal profeſſions ; but the 
act of conferring them does not of itſelf convey either emolu- 
ment or authority, except in thoſe caſes where it would be in- 
Jurious to Society to withhold them. The Phyfician indeed may 
1 ce under the ſanction of that authority which the Univer- 


ſity 
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fey affords; but few beſides Mr. Madan will contend for the 
propriety of his Subſcription to the Articles of our Church. 
And with reſpe& to other inſtances, from which greater danger 


is to be apprehended, it may be obſerved, that no degree what- 
ever will authorize the perſon, on whom it is conferred, either 


to miniſter or to preach in the Church of England, without a. 


legal ordination. And even ſuppoſing we were to admit the il- 
liberal idea, that the Univerſities ſhould be conſidered as ſemi- 
naries for the education of youth, in one particular ſet of doc- 
trines ; there is no room for apprehenſion, that the Diſſenting 


intereſt would ever becgine dangerouſly prevalent in thoſe ſeats 


of learning; as every Fellow of a College, upon admiſſion to 
his Fellowſhip, ſubſcribes a declaration of conformity to the 
worſhip of the eſtabliſhed Church. 


I will conclude with obſerving, that, notwithſtanding the 


weight of epiſcopal influence, very many of the Clergy, either 
in whole or in part, have lately declared themſelves in favour of 


our cauſe, And, notwithſtanding the diſſipated manners of the 


age, very many of our countrymen, of every rank and ſtation, ; 


appear intereſted in the fate of this important queſtion. They 
conſider it as a queſtion, which is then ſubmitted to the proper 
juriſdiction, when brought before the great Aſſembly of the na- 
tion; and are perſuaded, that the peace, good order, and im- 
provement of the Society, will be materially promoted by its juſt 


deciſion. 
I remain with great reſpect, 


your devoted ſervant, 


1 Aug. 1772. | 
=. 7” AN ENGLISHMAN:. 
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